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mother, a woman bearing the title rake. The property would
descend to Bingah, but there could be no claim to it by
Bingah's step-brothers or step-sisters, showing the independent
possession of a wife apart from her husband.

Next to women, the Javanese law-book contains elaborate
regulations about the slaves. The following causes are
enumerated as grounds for reducing a man to the status
of a slave (169, 270).

1.    Imprisonment in war (called dhvaja-hrta).

2.    Born   of parents who are   themselves   slaves   ( called
grJiaja).

3.    Non-payment of debt or fine (called danda-dasa),

4.    Willingly accepting the status of a slave for food and
shelter (called bhakta-dasa).

A slave might change his master, by purchase or sale, gift,
and inheritance.

Now the above closely follows Manu ( VIII. 415 ), but
differs from Narada who enumerates fifteen kinds of
slaves, including the above (26-28). According to the Javanese
law all these slaves might obtain their freedom by payment
of a requisite fee to their master (270, 166, 167). Manu is
silent on this point, but Narada states definitely 'that slaves
by birth or those obtained by purchase, gift, and inheritance
cannot be released from bondage, except by the favour of
their owners/ In this respect, therefore, the Javanese law seems
to be more liberal; but except in the cases of slaves belonging
to classes 1 (166) and 4 (167), it does not lay down detailed
regulations about their mode of obtaining freedom. These two
classes of slaves could free themselves by paying a sum of
8000. Heavy penalties were prescribed for forcing a freed slave
to work for his old master (160, 162,172).

The slaves were regarded as the absolute property of the
master. Not only were they to live and work according to his
bidding, but he was also entitled to the property (128) and
even the issues of his male and female slaves. If a male
slave of one married the female slave of another, then their
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